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X UM 


(1) 


A viſitation of LOUE wito the tender plants of Ged:s 
Vineyard, 


Ear and ter.der plants of my heavenly Father, the ſalutation 
of my loye dearly doth greet you all, in the ſpirit that giveth 
life, by which you are brought afreſh to my remembrance, 
even at this preſent time, ( if theſe my preſent bonds, for the 
word of God, and the teſtimony of Chriſt Jeſus : )and that 

not without living vreathings ariſeing in my heart unto the Lord for you, 
that the God of 2ll life, vertue, and living refreſhment may daily wacer 
and nouriſh you with his heayenly life, love, and yertue, cauſing you to a» 
bound in all the fruits of righteouſneſſe, to the everlaſting praiſeof his 
great and 2lorious Name ; that ſo you being fully rooted, fixed, and eftabli- 
thed , in the root of life ( :he fFems and off-[pring of David ) nay grow 
up as plants of righteouſnel(s, and flouriſh as Willows by che watzr courſes, 
that your branches may never Wither, nor your fruit periſh : but that the 
vertue of your leaf may be for the healing of the Nations, and your fruit 
may remain, ( in the winter (tormes and tempeſts, ) te the everlaſting 
praiſe and glory of the Lord God of the vine-yard, who hath planted and 
watered you, and who alſo hath and will give an encreaſe unto all you,who 
exalt rot above the root, nor lifc up your tclves againſt the other branches, 
but abides in chetrue vine, and keeps your place in the ground and root of. 
11's, into which the Father hath implanced and grafted you, that ye never. 
may be plucked up , nor cut off as withered and unfruirfull branChes, but 
that the vertue of the root of life, may put forth it ſelf chrough youy and in 
the vertve and life thereof you may grow up, fructifie, and abound in all 
the fruits of righteouſneſs, thankesgiving and praiſe, te the — 
glory and renown of the Lorg of the vineyard, who is God over all, bleſſe 
190 CVErmMmorte, 


; ' . , , 
'at ic was purpoſed in my heart to have vilited you, in the bowels of exer= 


thereby intending to let and hinder the work of the Lord, and wo ſtop the 


A 2 wells 


2) 
wells of Taceb, by depiiving the heritage of the Lord, of choſe pretious and 
xefreſting oportunities, which our God hath afto:ded us, in our holy 


= 1 ' 
allemolings and comin 'S tO2CtnNey £1 wait upon nim, co DE {treng:hned and 
r@rdhcd by him, 2nd t build up, rrengthen and comfort one another, in 
the [1] (2 h 1y (, | 1. PYPN WW? Tne F 8h trengen, Variiucs and conloiation, 


wherewith we on: {elves arc (trengihne iN comforted and refreſhed of our 
God, And glory © ro th Lord God for ey2r, concerning this I am fully 
aflured, that the coxmoetotiun of the wicked enc keicin ſhall be fruſtraced, 
and that the God of all comfort and conſolation hath and doth anſ-ver the 
2cquelt of our {ovics concerning you, who abide fadÞtillto himyin the 
light of his everlaſting covenant , in that he will manifc{t his heavenly 
vertue with you, wh ther rogerher or afſunder as outwardly, and open the 
Ipring of etcrnall life in you : and therein n ake you as a well ſping of 
living refreſhnient one unto another, Aid though he hath permitted the 
advertary {o fart » prevail: 221Nnf{t ut, Or to EXCCICaie Mis rage on us, a5 tO 
zalt our vodics into priſon, ( 's he dil the vary dearett Saints and (eryants 
of che (Gzod of Heaven in th. dayes palt + yer herein 2Ho I am fully contt- 
dent, that the wrath of men ſhall be carned to the praiſe of our God, and 
the remainder thereof he will reſtrain, and {> concerning this | am fully 
«risHed, and reſt in peace in the ( will or rather ) permiffiun of our God, 
velieverng aſluredly that this a!ſo thall work for our Conſolation, that ch 
lepth of the riches of Gods love unio us ward may more avundincly bc 
nade manifeſt, both in the preſcrvacion and d-liveranice of us, in his own 
appointed time, untill which we reſt in the will of our God, ( being tingly 
g1ven up, that, that nay ve done by us, and ſilt lled in us.) In which reit 
yee with uz my dear friends, for though in bodily preſence, we are ſeperated 
from you, and lected from viſiting of you, { for a little (eafon ) yer in ſpiric 
*e are wich you,& {a the 59we!ls of eternal love,otr hearts are enlarged to. 
wards you,muchK more then what 1s necdtull to be expreſſed in lincs of thi: 
cind, ſeeing in the word of the Lo:d God you may read us and feel us 
acar unto you, and with you all, yen as 1n an cpiltle Written mm your haits 
to be ſeen and read by vor all, 
Wherefore in that recieve ye a viſtation of tender love from him chat 
crave's in {piric, ( althougn arty idly i bonds ) for your preſeryation, 
”rowth, and proſperity every way in Gods pretious truch, by which: you 


were at firſt convinced, tor there is not preſer vatian , growth, nor any 


þ 


, 44 . 
true proiperity in or 5y enother, then in that which hath been declared of 
unto you, from the 2ginmimg, even the light of Chriſt Jeſus, the word of 

the 


XUM 


the goſpel of ruth, by which at firſt your hearts were opened and tuned 
towards the Lord, and repentance given unto liff never to be repented of, 
and faith towards ou: Loid Jeſus Chriſt, and ferycnt love begotten in youT 
hearts on? towards another, by which word of the Goſpel my heart is ons 
larged unto you, In an avundant manner, and therein alſe let me inlarg* 
my ſelf alittle, by writing a few lines unto you in {pl.city and cruth, 
though you need it not, who are taught by the anoy nting that dwelleth in 
you, in all chings, and your hearts eſtabliſhed in righ:couineſſe, yer ſeeing 
all a. ec not come ſo farre, that are convinced of the truth of God, bear with 
mea l1.tle ye that are ftrong, if I write a tew words in general by wa y of 
caution, or to pnt you afreth in rem: morances 

O you dear and tender plants of my Father, that ye be watchful at all 
timcs, and cake heeq of that which would exalt you above your root, or 
dra\v you into highnefle and lofrinefle ef minde, above the feeling of rhe 
daily crofl:, Kept over and above the eartiniy or fl thly part, for that is to 
be beat down, and Kept in (u5jett on, or clic it will cavie you to wither 
and dry up at the roor, if that be nourithed and cheriſh:d in you, which 
the Lord God hates and refifteth : but he giveth grace to che humble; 
whe efore,my dear friends in lowlinefſe of heart and m:nde,walk ye inthe 
daiiy crofls unto that part and nature, whrch would crucihe the Son of 
God afreth, and cauſe you to dnild again thoſe things, which you once de- 
ſroyed, by getting up into a flefhly l15erty -and cexaltation, which is not 
the liberty of the Sons of Crod | who have domin1on over that part,which 
would cauſe the oft:nce of the crofſe to ceale, | for ſuch as g've way unto 
that, though bey have begun in the Spirit, yer witl end in the fleſh : and 
though they once might partake of the virtue of the root of life, yer afrer« 
wards degenerate from ir, and bring not forth fruit unto God, but boerh 
branch and fruit periſhes : (© againlt that, frjendes, all are to watch, which 
would lerd out into ſleſhly liberty, or into anyexaltation of fizth or ſpirir, 
| above the daily crofls of Clirift how glorious ſoever it may appear to 
the outward eye, yet a {nare of d-ath there is mir, and the vertue of the 
Dretious life will withdraw it ſe!f from tuch as follow it, & though they may 
Aouriſh as a green bay-trec i in the profethion of much | yer the 'vertve of 
the root of life having withdrawn it £217, their leaf will ſhorcly wither, agd 
they become as corne that groweth on the houſe top, that brings not forth 
fruit to peifeRtion, x 

And therefore my dear frienls, the word of exhortatation,which ariſerh 
in my heart unto you allis, dwell low in the fear of the Lord God, and in 

| : A 3 humility 


x 


(4) 
hum'liry of heart walk wich him, in the meaſure of that grace ye have re- 
ceived _of him, for that's ſafe tor you all, and to him that hath ſhall be 
eiy2n, that he may / have | in abundance , but unro him that hath not profi- 
td, in that which he hath, even that which he hath ſhall be taken —_ 
him. Watch you « cherefore my dear Friends, taat a Caily profiting you 
1ay know, in tha : tallent which is commirzed unto you, | For there 15 no 
profit ng nc or by another, nor by what another hath received cf it : but 
by abidcing in that which ye have rec21ived of God in your own perticy- 
lars : that you may feel that grow and increaſe in you, and you 1n 17 until! 
it have wholy leavened you into its own proper vertue and nature ; and 
thereby an entrance 5 and will be adminitired unto you more and more 
into that which is eternal, even into the kingdome and life of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt.: and you will feel an habitation in that, and and a fitting 
down in it, which indecd is exceeding precious , yew will countervaile all 
your ſuftcrings I labous, and tiavels for it, And that you will feel railcd 
up in you, which ferycs God as natual ally, and does his will, unto which 
his commands are not grcvious, the 10Y 0NS,NC1 1s his y roke burthend OMe, out 
this brings forth fiuir naturally unto God : for indeed itis of himand from 
him, 3nd not of this world, but born from above, and tecks choſe things 
that arc eternal, and to be unto God in deed, in trvth, and in righteoul- 
neſle, an t chovoh this brings forth the workes of God outwardly -befoie 
men, and ſtands {ingly given up mn body foul and {picit to (erye him in all 
things ; and to do his will, that therein the Father may be glorifed, yet ir 
doth not ſeck to appcar before men, ror to be 32 app! oved by men in any 
thing, but to ant\ xer the Lord in all thin gs: andtol ltand approved in his 
hght, and unto his witneſle in ove ry conſcience , and this is the fon of 
God for ever, and heir cf the Kingd lomC , and a plant of the right hand of 
_— xd of Heaven, whi ch naturally Dringerh forch fi vi: to the praile of 
ne Lord of the vine yard, who hath p lanted and water:d it, And fo dear 
— apy tcel this in you all raiſed up, heoomnen and broughe forth, for this 
the Loid God chanfh , | as a _—_ er his onely begotten: | 2nd this 
| recr1ve the rain in due ſealon, cven the former and latte! rain, the 
Cew of Heaven, and the fatneſſ: 6-v ev 900 6 ground ſhall daily water and 
nouriſh this in the root , andin the branch : and theugh the briars and 
thorns may ſcck to ſmIther this, yet tae flie of the Lord ſhall conſume 
them, and every cel the Father hath not planted , which ſeeks r, 
hinder the growth of this, the ax: of the Lord ſhall cut them up : ſo that 
the leaves of this ſhall neyer wither » nor its bloſſomes periſh ; the ſcorch- 
ng 


ing heat in the Summer, nor the ſtormy blaſts m the Winter, ſhall haye 
no power over it, becauſe it 15 rooted in an eternal ground of life, and wa. 
tered wich the dew of of Heaven which cauſeth it ro flouriſh and bloſſome 
in due ſeaſon, and bring forth fruic to perfeRion, to the everlaſting glory 
and renown of the Lord of the Vinevard, overall who is blefled for ever- 
more, | 

And ſo dear Plants of my heavenly Father, recieve ye my words in the 

;d of life from whence they were written, and therein alſo may you 
;ead , fcel, and reccive the thing I r«fRifie of , and exhort unto, even the 
-ngratted word which is able co ſave your fouls, that by it you may have 

wer over that whether in your iclves or in others, which would 
{41aw you from the root of lifz, | or word engrafted } in your own parti- 
culars, for that is your enemy, and to be watched and warred againſt, 
{ «hich would draw you from that) in Whatever appearance it may come 
unto you in, that 2$ an Angel of light to draw you from the light of life 
revealed in you, or from the preſent ſenfivle feeling of your own particular 
eſtace and conditions in 1t , into ſomerhing before or behind , which may 
leem glorious unto the eye that is abroad, ſaying , Lo here, or there, 1: «he 
K ingdome of God, in this, or that, or the other obſervation , and thereby 
;cek to raiſe up a coverting or longing defire, t5 be in another ſtate or con- 
lition, in a higher or more glorious (tate or diſpenſation , then vinat you 
are grown into, by the light of life, the manifeſtation of Gods ſpirit ,. 
wich is given unto you to profic withall ; but I ſayunto you goe not forth, 
but abide with the Lord in chat which ve have regcived of him,thart by ic 
a growch and e1cerance may be adminiſtred unto you, into the Kingdome 
in deed, and in-cruth; for the Kingdome of God comes not by oblerva- 
tion of this, or that, or the other thing, nor yet Rtands it in bigh words, or 
guilded and coyncd expreſſions, bur in judgement and mercy, in peace, 
In truths and in rightcouſnefſe , and happy are they that enter it through 
judoement and 1ightcouſneſſe, and fit down in it, irvthe peace that en 
Cures for ev:r,and goes no more forth eo the right hand, nor to the lefr, tor 
the things that are behind alſo, may the enemy tempt you withal, to draw 
back your minds from the Lord, into che glory: of Egypr, the thing 
which you have once turned your backs upon , even the fading enjoyments 
of this preſent life, ſaying, eMil this will I give thee ,»» if thaw will 
E "down and worſhip me ; then ſafe will ſuch be as dwell -in the dayly 
E.cofſe , whereby the world is Crucified unto them , and they unto the 
world, that ſo the wicked one may kaye no part in taem , .becaufe they- 


( are. 
; 


(6) 
ar? paſſed £ from death unto life, feeding of, and bring cloathed with that 
which is 'mmortal, and never periſhes , their life ftanding in 2n eternal 
x09, who haye the Lord for their porcion , ſuch cannot with Eſau (ell 
their birch-right for a meſſe of Portage; nor with Dems chule this preſent 
world, and f. »ſake the way of eruth , for in them the temptation of the c- 
nemy hath nn placcy they living in that i immortal & eternal principle of life, 


which 6:4 convinced them of the evi! of ch: world, and chef E wick. 
edn: lc in ih places, that 2ccurted root wihic N25 no? forth fruit nn. 
LO i,uuO0 F 11k ch 1 | cy Were once branciics » but arc NOW IDKen oft, that 
they mi 47 be in; raft ed, and for ever abide in antarr, but whoever re- 


turn inco the oll 41, "Ot An 4 nature ag2'n, wi!) become 25 withered branches 
twic? dead plucked up by the roots, 

You therefore, my dear friends, that know a eutting off from the old 

roor, and a grafting again into the true Vine the light of life, and word 
of the Lord God, y which your hearts are in meaſure cleanſed, ſanRifhed 
and purified from the poliutt ons of the world, abide ye inthat word for e» 
ver, and c0e not | forth to look for , or covet atter anocher di! penſation of 
ike or © 'Ory, nor {cck not another Kingdome beſides chat which 1s revealed 
in hs ohe, which as ye abide in it, an enteiance will be admin. ſtred into 
it from day today, an d a growch into that ſtate and condition , which the 
his gh and lofcy (paris, 1 vhich have lefc their habitations, and are exalred 2- 
bove the roo! of life i in themſclves fall thort of, though they may have great 
{welling wot TOs of thoſe things which they have no witneſT. d, taſted nor 
handicd of, being vainly puft up in their fleſbly minds, and boaſt of things 
above thei: line, or of the eſtate whereunto they have not attzined, 

But this | ay unto you,my dear friends, gore not forth unto any of theſe 


exaired ſpirirs, n any of = e glorious temptations, Which promiſeth great 
enings, out there 1s a lye in (that which m ay ſeem to be) their right hand, 
and therefore 200 not fc rt, Lut abide with the Lord for ever, in the mea- 


ture of 115 eternal timth which changeth not, ( though many ma2y turn from 
it,) nor Waxecth not old, but abideth the ſame for ever, for there is your 
fofery. And 3s you abide in this, and ftand fingly oirt upinit, here no 
deceitful tpirits can come norenter , but they Saill bs ſeen and judged , 
whether they coin? from within, or from without , and whateyer their CO- 
yering or appearance may be, yet being our of the yertue and ſavour of lif- 
their roo: and oround will be ſeen, diſcovered, and judged, and ſc 
Lept cleany pure, and holy in the erernal light and life of God, in which y 
ive walk and will have dominion over all unclean and fallen ſpiric , who 
ar, 


7) 

are gone from their firſt principle, hy erred from the light of life , which 
was (own in them, | 

And ſo you dear and tender plants of my heavenly Father , abide ye 
in the true Vine the light of lite, which the Father hath ſown in you , chat 
for ever ye may be rooted, fixed , and eſtabliſhed in it , and bring forth 
{cvit to perfeRion, that the root of bicrerneſſe, and every plant which 
your hcayenly Father hath not o__ » may wholly be cut up and rooted 
out, by the ewo-ellged Swerd, the Axe of the Lord God, that fo the 
planc of righteouſneſle may cake root, and grow up in you, wholly to co- 
ver the earth, as ch waters coyers the Sea, that as you haye bors the Image 
of the earthly 3 ſo now you may bear che Image of the heavenly , and ma Y 
become a praiſe unto the Lord in your generation,& a comfor; flrengrhes,. Ol 
ing, and refreſhing one unto another, ſerving the Lord with a pure heare 
fervently, and one another in love, which is the end of all miniſtrations, 
and the ſumme of the defire of our hearts concerning you , and that for 
which our ſouls travels, that the loye of God may abound ig you; and the 
God of love, peace, and mercy be with you, and eſtablifh your hearts, in 
the everlaſting Covenant of his light, life, and Salyation,that in it ye may 
ſtand for ever, and bear a living teſtimony for him and his cruth upon 
earth, And that ſo it may be with you all , is the fervent Supplication of 
my ſoul in the ſpirit that giyeth life, by which the endeared valuation, and 
ſaluration of my love {firſt and laſt) reacherh to you all, Farewell, 


From 4 Branch ghteomſneſſe ſprung forth of the Root of Da- 
TO vid, SEE pam bLvhen_ ground and root of life, 


and amoneſt men by the name of 
HENRY JACKSON. 


iT 


The firſt Copy of this was written in #arwick, Goale in the latter end 
of the 10, Moncth, 1663, Where 1 am a Ptiſoner for the te- 
ſtimony of Chrift Jefus with my dear Brothet before mentivned 
and many mere of our dear fricnds in the trath, 


For the dear Plants of God in the Southern Count ies, Effex, Suffolk, Nor- 
folk, Kent, «> e/ſewbere, &c, 10 be diſperſed and ſent among? them 
"is fretdome and opertuaity is, * 


Tarmouthb 1 S | 
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Yarmouth common Gaol the fourth day of 
the eight mineth. 16 63- 


Y dearly beloved Friends, who are ſcnfible of the breathings 
of life in your ſelves, and of the poyer of cheeverlaſting 
Goſpel of peace , wy unfeigned artery love flowes , 
forth imto you, from che immor:all life, which the God of 
my life, bath manifeſted in my mortal body, and with the 
ſfalutation of this my rcall loye do I gree: you all , whom God hath called 
and choſen in theſe perillovs times : to be a peculiar people unto himlelf, 
to ſhew forth his praiſe, and not your own, co declare his wonderous works, 
and not your own, to get honou and renown unto bim in the earth, and 
not unte your ſelyes: for he hath bought you wich a price, therefore are you 
not your own , and he hath redeemed you from the corruptible, by that 
Which is incorruptible, and therefore how ſhould you continue in that 
which is corruptible to the ſatisfying your wills, and the wills of corrupti- 
blemen, who are in the corruprtible, and in their unconverted eſtate, ful. 
filing their own wills : ſhewing forth their own praiſe, declaring their own 
workes, admircing and worſhiping of them, and getting honour and re- 
nown unto therſelycs in the earth, honouring, regarding and' ſerving the 
Creatures.more-then the Creator, even as. we.in the tiwes of ignotance 
lavedane brfore the redemprion| before mentioned was witneſſed ] or the 
eleftion known, which now many arc made witneſſes of, glory be unto the 
moſt high for evermore. 

Wherefore,Friends, anſwer ye the Lords end in calling of you, and his 
'end in purchafing of you, and hisend in redeeming of you, which may be 
anſwered by your faiebfulngfle unto che Lord, and in lo doing every, one 
will have his reward with himy for every one that anfers cthe-Lords end, 
for which the Lord called hjinz : comes to enjoy bis preſence, comes to be 
filled wich Tove , life, joy, and peace, and ſuch dq really ſhew forth his 
praiſe, and declaie his wonderous works to the brmging of honour and 


. rengwn unto hjmang-not vgto themſclyes : oo they that are wnfaithfail 
png Rerkns ata 
were called, and theretore-dorhitpri Lis ſb reward then , thrbugh his 


dwelling with them, throtgh filling them with love, life, joy, and peace, 2s 
{2.7 hd n -** bi 
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he rewards che other thacare As ha on the contrary they who are 
called and are not faithfal, as to anſwer the end for which they are called ; 
they, ( 1 fay ) are filled with ſorrow, and unbeleif, with trouble , and an- 
guiſh, and condemnation purſues .hem,from that which called them,which 
they being anfaichful unto, it miniſters not conſolation but condemnation, 
ic ſpeaks not peace bur warre, &c. FA 33, 

And this being alwaies preſent with rhem to pur chgm in mind of cheir 
neglect , of their "unfaichfulnefle , of their Gfobeſſeee and of cheic 
unworthinefſe , they are alwayes diſquieted and Tolticated in them- 
ſelves, and in ſuch, the murnurer and unbeliever h&h place, and ſuch 
are very unficting to bear crofles, rryals and ſufferings , for all theſe will 
adde to the trouble, which they were before poſſeſſed wichall, ſo rhac ye 
many inconycniences do entue, where the end for whieh God called 
a people is not anſwered by them that are called ; therefore, my dearly be- p 
loved friends, be mindeful not onely of the end, for which you axe called, ©” 
but of anſwering the ſathe , chart the Lords delight may be to do good 
unto you z who are his peculiar treaſure, and liye all in his erernall power 
and ſpirit, that you may know the Lord and his eternall cruch co be on your 
fides, when furious men riſc up againſt you, then need you not be afraid, 
of what they can do unto you, for hath not the Lord oftentinns-al 
ſuffered many of you to be ried, through the fury of che wicked, which ac ” 
ſundry times hath been high againſt you, buc how hath the Lord turned. ig 
backward, and how hath he reſtrained che wickednefle of the wicked by his 
mighty power from being execuced upou you : eyen to-your own adrmirati» 
on, and hath not the Lords end in chis been to engage you through his in» © 
finite mercy, ſo mach the more unty hip, who ofcentimes ſuffered thefur 
of the ungodly to break forth a little, yer not for the deſtroying , bur for- . 
the trying his people, and how near have we found bim uno US, even.ay- or 
a rock of defence to fly unto in our greaceſt ſtrajtes z difficulgies, «ange 5. 1; 
temprations, and what free acccfe have we had unts him, through h.s ger ©. 5% 
nal ſpirit in our ſelves, when by Jaylcs, howvſes of correftion , force of | 
ArmGs and the like, we have becn hindred from having acceſle one ynto 
another, or for mecting together in the outward, yer by thoſe chings before 
-ncntioned, we could not be hindred from mcetmg together in Lord, 
I mean in the ecernal ſpiric, when che fury of the wicked hath been as the 

,2gcing of the Sea, and having then the teliimony of the Lords -gremal 
Spirit in our elves, that we had anſwered tg Lords eng 1n-his calling, af - I 
15, in that we had faithfully fhewn forth his prajſe, and- brought honour -..-3 
B 2 and; 
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end renown unto his Name upon earth, Oh ! what joy and peace, that, did 
bring unco eurſoules, and how did we rejoyce in the Lord when he cove- 
vered our heads, as in theday of battell, eyen untill that the fury of the 
wicked care to be abated ſo oftentimes | you know ] have we ſeen the c- 
mincat hand of our God ſtretched out for our deliverance, which hath hi- 
therto preſerved us:o our great admiration, therefore, let us who have had 
ſuch cx>ericnce of che f(aithfulneſſe of our God cndeayaur to be like un- 
to him, even faitifullas he is faickfull, 

And now foraſimuch as that in thefe perillous tunes, we cannot well ſerve 
or God in that way, in which he required us to walk, without being 16 
j:opardy of bonds and impriſonmencs : or to hawe ocher ſufferings impoicd 
upon (is, by reaſon of our merting togerher to wait upon the Lord, and i: 
doth theretore ſo much the more concern us to feel the drawings of our 
Cod by his crernal Spirit to aur meetings ; that when we are met we may 
ſo much the more enjoy his preſence in our meetings, to the refreſhment of 
our ſoules, and then if we ſuffer for waiting upon him, he will not leave 
us comfortleſle in that ſuffering, which for char cauſe comes upon Us: | and 
this is the word of truech anto you | neither will it be grievous to. us, 
while we keep in that through whick we enjoyed him in ovr meeting , for 
in that may we enjoy him in our ſufferings: and then it will be berter to 
be one day in a priſon with the Lord, then a thouſand elſe where, without 
the enjoyment of his preſence, in which we have found, ( as you know ) 
much joy and peace, much comfort and conſolation, and therefore have 
we cauſe to hazard our liberty, through our keeping of our meeting , 
though we bz accounted by men offenders for ſo doing, rather then through 
the neglefting of them, we ſhould become offenders in the lighc of the 
Lord, through waoſe imercy we arc come to know the benefir of them, to 
the end we might priſe and frequent them, and nor (light nor n:gle& 
them, for it is certain if we neglect them, we ſhall not reap any be- 
nefic by them, but if we frequent them, according to the manner of the 
faichfull, then will che Lord be with us at them : and amongſt us in chem, 
and then his end in bringing of us into the praCtiſe of ſuch meetings, will 
be anſwered co his glory and our comforts, 

in as concerning ſwearing, what was the Lords endin giving us to 
ſcethe evil of this ? was it not that we ſhould keep clear of ir, and bear our 
fairbful ceſtimony againſt it, asagainſt a hurtful cvil, which is dire& con- 
trary to the doEtrine of Chriſt, and ſeeing we have known the terrours of 
the Lord God againſt this evil, and haye therefore perſwaded ochess from 
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it, how can we therefore in any wiſe conſent unto it, asto do it, though 
we ſhould therefore loſe both our liberties and eſtates, for ſurely the Lord 
hath an end in convincing us of it, & in ſhewing us the evil of it,andif we 
keep clear of it, and bear a faithful reſtimony againſt it unto the end, then » -* 
the Lords end in convincing us of the evil of it, will be--- Anſwered ; who 
knew before what would come upIn vs , by reaſon of our teſtimony againſt 
it, And if God had not ſuffered this as a ſnare in the hand «f our ene- 
n.ics, there would haye becn ſomcthing elſe,/25 there are beſtdes chings-ma - 
ny ) which chez take up as occaſions agrin{? us, as covers-for cheir wicked 
neflc, and theſe things are not withuut the Lords permitſion , who wil! 
try bis J:wells as Gold char is ſeven times purified, and the mare ther we 
«cep our Conſciences void of ofÞ.nce cowards him and man, the more pre- 
cious we hall be in his ſight , tur if we ſhould love our Liberties, our E- 
ſtates or Lives more then him who hath ſaid, Swear not at all , and for 
the ſaving of theſe ſhould ſwear, contrary to his command, we ſhould not 
enely neglect anſwering his end in forbidding of it, but incurre bis dif- 
pleaſure againſt us, and whale through doing that which he forbids, we may 
think to fave our Libertics, eſtates, and lives, we might even in a moment 
Loſe them all, for we know they are uncertain, therefore letus anſwer the 
Lords end in (hewing us the evil of thisalſo, and in being faichful in this, 
and in all other things, we ſhall find life, riches, and liberrics, which the 
world can neither give us, nor take from us, Moreover Friends, as con- 
cerning your Return again to the Steeple-houlſes, and unto which ſome 
would force you at this day, bur alas, ſhall not he chat ficteth in the Hea» 
yens laugh at their folly > for doth not the leaſt amongſt you know that 
was not the Lords end in bringing you out of them; (I mean, that you- 
ſhould return to them again ) neither needed you have ſuffered upon this 
account by that generation that continucs in them, if God had not deter- 
mined to haye tryed you out of them, and that by the ſuffering which 
comes, and wi!i come tpon you , for not repairing to them z yet never- 
theleffe if you would rather anſwer the Adverfarics will by your returning 
to them again , then the Loids cnd incalling vou our of them , then you 
might ſi:ddenly fice your leives from {uffering upon this account ; bur I 
dovhe not out you are otherwiſe minded , yea, reſolved to anſwer the 
Lurds end in his calling you out of them, nocwithſtanding your Adverſa= 
1 .s, preſenc threatnings, forcing and conpellings, which 1s not of, from 
by, nor through the Spirit of the Lord God, & :herefore in che Spirit wich 
paticnec muft you bear what the Lord ſuffers to come upon you upon this 
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J count, ior I teſtific nnto.you ir118 nor Tor the deſtroying of ati, though It 
d may tend to the proying of many, 


J Wherefore my dear friends, let none be diſcouraged nor terrified at 
Q 


what thic Lord ſuffers tro come upon you, by reaſon of your meetings, by 
reaſon of your not ſwearin? , ty reaſon of your not going to their pub. 

A lick worthip, or by reaſon of any other particular thing, as in relation to 
the truth of our God ; for while ſuftering comes upon you onely by reaſon 

TY ofcbe truth , you need not be aſhamed of it, neither will the Lord leave 
you Ccomfortlefic in ir, for he is rzady to ſuccour ſuch as for conſcience ſake 


; \ ſuffer by reaſon of theſe things, even as thouſands, ( who have found it 
( 


Fg 4 


by expericnce) can teltihe, 
x {* In the mean time comfort ye one anothcc in the bowels of love , and be 
b ye render affeCtionated one to another, and regard not the preſent 
| J threatnings of men, nor look not at the preſent tribulations, but regard 


the truth in your ſclvcs ; and look unto the Lord, and hear what he faith, 


» 


and if he ſpeak peace, be not ye troubled , though men ſpeak and prepare 


*. 
+ 


d war againſt you, but hold ye alwaics faſt the?word of Gods power and pa- 

tience, which is able to preſerve and keep you 1n all your ſufferings and 

Ny tribulations, even unto the day of ſalvation , and unto this do I commir 

Y you all (my deaily beloved friends) as unto that which is able to ſave you 

K all tothe utmoſt , ſo the peace and bleſſing of the Almighty be with, upon, 
N and among you all, for evermore, 


IF I ſuppoſe many of you have heard of my þonds, how that after God of 
ION his mercy had delivered me \S of a mighty violent torm at Sea, I was caſt 


. 
» 
o 
- 
. 
\ 
- 


m here, where*they in Autidrity have ſhewed themſelves to be worſe to 
"VI me, and the friends with me, then the Barbarious people of Melite was 
KS to Paul, and them that were with him ; who ſhewed them no ſmall kind- 
neſle, for they received and lodged them courteouſly ; but theſe that are 
called Chriſtians ſhewed themſelves to be barbarous rather then courteous, 
in that they broke up our Meeting with many Souldiers, and aſterwards 
committed vs to priſon , and in ftead of thewing us much kindneſle , they 
have been ſo crucll ro us, as that ſometime it was difficult for us to gec water 
and beead, and ſo were farre from courrcoufly entertaining of us, or 
azith honouring of us with many honours , as the Barbarians did them 
ÞSefore mentioned ; howbeir, the Lord is with vs, and their cruelty hath 
been-|:trle ro ts , for we know that our God will in his own due time ve- 
* "DN- fyorous- our of their hands , when our teftimony is ſufficiencly born 
#2 neſt chum”, bug of this I am yery ſenſible, chat wich the bapriſme 
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of ſuffering under this ſpirit of perſecution in the Nation, many are to- - 
be baptized into the fellowſhip of the Goſpell with che Saints in light, 
and bleſſed and thrice happy are they , and will they be, that continue 
fa.chfull unto the end, for they ſhall be ſaved. Farewell in the Lord #. 
in whom I remain, 1 4d 


Your dear friend and 

Brother 
Ay fellow Priſoneys 4 
[alntes you all, 


- 
- 


WILLIAM CATON. * 


=» 
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This for Friends to be read in 
their Mectings. 


Yarmouth 
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Yarmouth the 14. of the 11. Moneth, 1663. 


Ear Fricpds, Biethien and Siſters , (who are called to follow 
the Lamb wh:therſocver he goeth ) my very ſoul greeteth you 
all wich the ſalutation of my unfcigned and entire love in and 
through the eternal ſpirit which che God of our ſtrength and 
comfort hath ſent into our heats, through which I am made 

to ſhare with you , not only of your ſufferings, which you meet wich- 

all through your following of the Lamb ) bur alſo of your conſolatian 
which you find in the midſt of your ſuff:ring ; and truly my hearg rg- 
joyceth in this fcllov-ſhip with you, and my foul claims a part with 

of all your ſuftcrings and confolations which you meet withall in this your 

return to Zion; and my heart is afteRted with the dealings of the Lord 

with you, and with his infinite loye and mercy unto you, and often doth 
my ſpirit intercede unto him with ſtrong fighes and groans, ( which can» 
not eaſily be uttered ) on your behalf , whom he loyeth, though the world 
hate you, whom he hath reſpe&t unto, though the world deſpiſe 
ou, whom he carecth for though the world trample upon you, whom 
hath brought into fellowſhip with himſelf and with his Saints in lighc, 
though the world excommunicate you , wherefore then ſhould any of you 
be afraid of their threatnings, or regard their excommunications , which 
in my heart I have conſidered of, and pondred upon, 
And this T have ſeen in the light of the Lord, that they that cannot bring 
ple from under the power of Satan, they cannot give up them unto 
ho, who through the power of God are brought (as you are) from under 

Satans power, 2ly, I have ſcen that the curſes of them that prerend to 

excommunicate you, are but like the curſes of Shems, that curſed David ; 

or the curſes of of prophane Publicans , who when they are troubled at you 
will curſe you for the good counſel = give them , when you cxhort them 
t9 the fear the Lord,and roforſake the evil of their waies, 3ly. I cannot ſee 
that they can excommunicate you out of that which many of you never 
were in, (1 mean, their Church, or its fellowſhip) but ſuppoſe you had 
heen m it, what cvil can they lay to your charge , by reaſon of which they 
thould deliver you unto Satan ; of which they not being able to convinec 
you, ought not therefore ( according to that which they profeſle to be the” - 

Rule)excommunicate any of you, 4ly, They ſhould firſt make proofe of 

their Miniſtry, threugh bringing people thereby from under Satans powes, 

| and 
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and by bringing you firſt into fellowſhip, before they Bad gone about to 
have excommumcated you our of that, which niany of you never have been 
is, And ar firſt they may pretend love unto your ſouls; bur, hoy 
do they nianiteſtt, ſeeing whert you' refuſe to confe at their call , rhey pre- 
(-nely (aftex their manner ) will deliver you over unto Satan , is this ch 
love ?. let the wiſe in heart judge, 

But werhinks 1 have ſeen them, as men in; an old decayed iuined thi 
ac {ca , that was ready to periſh, who cryed-to ſome that were in « fale 
harbour to ceme-to their thip for ſafety , and pretended much loye unte 
ther, bur chey in the harbour being wiſe, would not come into their roc- 
ten (hip for many good xeaſons , whereupon they in the ſhip grew arigry, 
and precending to force them into the ſhip, but did agrnns om) th 
into the ſea, before ever they got them'into the ſhip ; chus their treachery 
appeared, who pretended love; bat were filled with envie, Is it not this 
with them that goe about to draw you from your ſafe harbour, (at which 
many of you through' mercy are arrived ) who' while they pretend they 
world force you out ef love to your ſouls into their Church fellowſhip 
in their haſte before they ger you ſo farre, deliver you (ſo muchas in had 
lyeth ) unto Satan : oh } who would therefore put confidencein ſuch me 

furely:they axe of rhem who rather ſeeks yom's then you , and ha: 
ther ſhare your Eftares then have your ſociery ; therefore, well ſaid 
poſtle , Twre from ſuch; and in the __—_— (according to wy 
meaſure) ſay I, Turn net again unto ſuch, leaſt while you turn unto them, , 
you turn from following the and conge then through the Lamb: 
power ts be excommunicated out of the fellowſhip with the Saints in light, 
and come thereby to be delivered unto Satan, which God forbid, 

And Friends; howtvtr.of this I am aſſured, and can affure you, that by 
all their power , whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, they ſhall not be able to 
excommanicate you, out of that Church which is in God, nor out of the 
fellowſhip of the Saints in light ; neither ſhall rhey by their power whe» 
ther Ecclefiaftical or Civil, deprive you of your peace and comfort in-vhe 


Fon 


Lord, while you abide fairhful, Ler this therefore be your comfort in the _* 


height of your ſufferings, when they caft you out of their Syna and _ 
ſay, Let the Lord be glorified ; and when they ſpoil your and caft 
your bodies into wy on, and ſay they will make ou examples, thay ochers 
rely feat 4 oh be not ye troubled at any of theſe things, for the Lamb' 
. hom ye follow will not leave you comfortlefle , for if,you yy 
will be with you, if you ſuffer hunger he wil fag yon; ex the 
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ſpoiling of your goods for the ceſtumony of his eternal (mb, heis heir of 
all things, and he hath all power in his bend , who dloatherh the Lyllies, 
arfl feederh the Ravens » and what will he not provide for you his follow. 
ers}, that make warre in rightcouſneſſe through faich under hs banner 
of Toye 2 yea, yea, ( my beloved friends) he will reward you into your own 
boſomes, though for the preſent you ſutfer ſuch bufferting and bearing, ſuch 
Impriſonment, and ſpoiling of your goods, and ſuch cruel uſage in many 
reſpects, and he will not ſuffer the rod of the wicked to reft alwaics 
Your lot, Therefore, be of good chear in the mid(t of cheſe your foffcrings 
which now you are to follow the Lamb chrough , who through ſufferings 
was made perfc&,and now frs ar the right hand of ais father in the higheſt 
heavens, wherg they that now ſuffer upon earth for bis names ſake , (hall 
Feign with bim in glory and immortality for cyer and eyer, 
- Wherefore , comfort ye one another wich theſe things in the mid(t of 
theſe your preſent ſufferings, which arc not worthy to be compared ro the 
Dry which ſhall be revealed 5 when the Lamb and ſuch as now follow 
1m chrough ſuffering ſhall have che yiRtory , with which God of his infi. 
vite mercy crown you all (my dear Brethzen and Giftcrs) end blefſe you all 


With aD ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in the ſon of his love, che Cap- 


tain of our ſalyation, to- whoſe ſafe cultodie and proceftiva I commit you 


all, and remain, 


Towr dear Brother and C 10% in tyibuldt as 
and yet is bonds fer the itimmeny of Jeſus, 


WILLIAM" CATON. 
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Another EE 
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To Friends. 


Ear Brechren and Sifters in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I ſalure you 
in the bowells ef cender loye ; Dear Friends, all keep low in 
the life , that the living vertue you all may feel co nouriſh 
the tender Bave of God, and 311 be render over the princi- 
ple of God in yeur own particulars, and that will lead you 

ro be tender oyer one another, and all keep in the pure wiſdome of God, 

and watch one over another with a fingle eye , and you that are trong 
bear the weak, and come into oneneſle, onenefle of mind, for there the 
blefling is ; ſo dear hearts, I am filled wich the treams of Gods eternal 
love, and my ſtreams of love floweth towards you all: So friends, fink 
down into the life and power of God , that you may be preſerved pureand 

clean, that nothing may ariſe which would break your peace with God , 

that you may be preſerved in unity with him, and one with another, that 

pure loye may ſpring up one to another , in which love you will be all re= 


freſhed, and be as a watgred "Garden, feeling the well within, from 


whence the living ſtreams flowes forth, and this keeps all broken and ten- 
der ; ſo allthat which is hard, rough, unteward, or pieviſh, is kept out ; 
yea, all that which would make a rent, is ſeen, and comprehended, and 
with the light of Jeſus Chriſt judged , and you by the word of power re» 
conciled unto God , and one to another : and ler your meeting be in that, 
fo wilt you aft feel the preſence of the living God amongſt you, and there 
are we knit together in one, and in thatam i with youzand near you all, 
and feel you who are in the life and power of truth , where the preſence of 
the Lord is fele, where we reign and trample upon all that which would 
lead from the truth. So dear friends, keep within, and flay your minds 
ihe light of Chriſt, that you may grow up in the Toundnelle to be of a 
found mind , net ſoon ſhaken, bur ſeck the rock Chriſt to ſtand ; 
» dyell in that which changeth not, that -. che onenefſe you may be Ph 
; 2 
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for the Light of Chriſt changerh nat; Fo all chat which is in the hangings * 
is not of Chriſt, wh» changeth not : And to that meaſure'of life I comp 
mic 'you all , which at firſt convinced you, which begot love and ten- 
d$rnefſe in you r9wards God #nd towards vne another : Ah friends, in 
that keep, ſo ſh«il you feel peace, 


3 | nicHarD zcodi[runty | 


Given forth in the time, of his [mpriſenment at Bridewell, for Gods 
uschangeable x who ce finiſhed bu Tefti % 
travelling tn the ſervice of the Lord, laid down th 
Tabernacle, about the year 1661, far from bis 
try in the Iſland Zant. 


